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Seaton Valley Council 
Minutes 11 March 2020 

Seaton Valley Council 
A Community Council 
 

Minutes of a Meeting held on Wednesday 11 March 2020 at 7.00 pm. at the Council’s Offices, Seaton 
Delaval. 
The meeting started at 7.02 p.m.  
 

PRESENT: 
Councilors: 

S Stanners (Chair),  S Dungworth, E Coulson, K. Collier,  L Bowman and S. Hartland 
 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
S Potts – Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer  
 
No members of the public were present. 
  
CO014/20 1. Apologies for absence 

Cllrs B Burt, A Stanners and D Nesbitt had submitted apologies for their absence. 
  
CO015/20 2. Disclosure of interests 

There were no declarations of interest. 
  
CO016/20 3. Chair’s Welcome and Civic Announcements 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and proceeded to ask everyone to stand for 
a minutes silence to remember the Council’s Administration Assistant, Barbara Adams 
who had sadly passed away during the previous month – the Chair remarked that Barbara 
had been a lovely person and would be greatly missed by all. 
 
There were no further civic announcements. 

  
CO017/20 4. Public Question Time 

There were no members of the public present at the meeting. 
 

  
CO018/20 5. County Councillor Update 

Cllr Dungworth provided a brief verbal report. 
• Seaton Valley does not appear to feature much in NCC’s 2020/21 Local Transport 

Plan. 
• Library consultation due to end on Friday 13th January, and 
• Discussions progressing with regard to a replacement High School and Middle 

School. Report to NCC’s Cabinet anticipated within the next few weeks outlining 
options available. 

 
  
CO019/20  6. Minutes of the Council’s last Meeting  

The minutes of the Council’s meeting held on 23 January 2020 were agreed and accepted 
as a true record of that meeting.  
 

  
CO020/20 7. Active Northumberland 

Active Northumberland’s Jake Preece was in attendance and provided a very positive 
verbal report on the increased uptake of both the School Holiday Activity Programme and 
the Adult Community Activity Programme. 
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With regard to the former members discussed their recent decision to fund a ‘light lunch’ 
for all those attending school holiday activity days and agreed that the move would benefit 
low income families in particular. 
 
New Hartley Community Association is keen to introduce some additional adult activity 
classes but is struggling to find facilitators. Jake agreed to pass on the contact details of 
two of his freelance facilitators to the Clerk, who in turn will liaise with the community 
association. 
 
The Chair thanked Jake for his report and welcomed the increased take up of activity 
programme places in Seaton Valley. 
 
 

  
CO021/20 8. Services and Partnership Update 

In reviewing the Service Officer’s report the Chair highlighted the following matters: 
• The low number of vacant allotment plots, 
• The entrance to Seaton Terrace allotments has had further temporary resurfacing 

works completed, 
• Our spring bedding is starting to show and a good flowering year is anticipated, 
• The official opening of the new floor mounted trampolines at the Dunes, Seaton 

Sluice took place on 7 March 2020. The opening was well attended and nothing 
but positive comments had been received about the new equipment, and 

• The Holywell in Bloom group was authorized to place stickers on the Council’s 
litter bins publicising the groups work in the village  

 
  
CO022/20 9. CCTV Policy 

The Clerk spoke to Engagement and Development Officers report which summarised the 
key points of a proposed CCTV Policy shown in full at appendix 4A to the Engagement 
and Development Officers Report. 
 
In closing his brief comments the Clerk said that the Council is required to a have a robust 
CCTV Policy in place for the planning, use of and deployment of any CCTV systems and 
following a brief discussion Council RESOLVED TO: approve and adopt the CCTV 
Policy attached at Appendix 4 to the Engagement and Development Officers Report.    
 

  
CO023/20 10. Community Grant Criteria 

The Council agreed to create a budget of £10,000 in 2020/21 to support local 
organisations and had asked for an appropriate form and guidance to be drawn up for 
applicants to complete. 
 
A draft application form and guidance was attached to the Engagement and Development 
Officers Report as Appendix 5A. 
 
After a brief discussion on the matter and receiving clarification that all applications would 
still require the formal approval of Council, it RESOLVED TO: approve and adopt the 
draft criteria, guidance and application form attached at Appendix 5A to the 
Engagement and Development Officers report. 
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CO024/20 11. VE Day 75th Anniversary Celebrations 
The Engagement and Development Officer’s report provided proposals on providing 
Commemorative Coins to children attending Victory in Europe (VE) Day in Seaton Valley 
on 8th and 9th May 2020. 
All members were happy to support the proposals and consequently, Council RESOLVED 
TO: approve the purchase of 500 commemorative coins as detailed in the 
Engagement and Development Officer’s report, at a cost of £500 and further agreed 
to fund the purchase from its Community Fund. 
 

  
CO025/20 12. Annual Investment Strategy 

The Clerk presented his own report which set out a strategy for investing the Council’s day 
to day cash balances. In essence the strategy recognised that as return levels are 
abnormally low all investments for the foreseeable future will be made over the very short 
term and that should a decision be made to invest for periods of over six months then a 
separate report will be submitted to Council prior to such an investment being authorised. 
 

RESOLVED: to approve the 2020/21 Investment Strategy attached to the Clerks 
report at Appendix 7A 
 

CO026/20 13. Review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 
The Clerk presented his report which sort re-approval of the Council’s Standing Orders 
and Financial Regulations which were attached to his report. The Clerk said that he was 
happy that the two documents remained fit for purpose other than updating the contract 
limits shown at paragraph 17.9 of the Financial regulations and after a short discussion 
the committee RESOLVED TO ask Council to approve the versions of the Council’s 
Standing Orders and Financial Regulations (attached as appendices 8A and 8B to 
the Clerks report) for a further period of two years. 
 

CO027/20 14. Updated asset Register 
The Clerk presented the Councils’ latest Asset Register which identified all assets in 
Council ownership. Members  asked a number of questions about specific assets and 
then: 
 
RESOLVED TO: approve the makeup of the Council’s Asset Register attached as 
Appendix 9A to the Clerk’s report 
 

  
CO028/20 15. Updated Risk Register 

The Clerk presented his report which highlighted the main risks facing the Council 
analysed across a number of categories. The report assessed the likelihood and potential 
impact of such risks and described the control actions that are in place to mitigate the 
identified risks. After considering the risks identified Council: 

RESOLVED TO receive and approve the Risk Register attached as Appendix 10A to 
the Clerk’s report and to encourage all members to take an active role in the 
Council’s risk management processes. 
 

  
CO029/20 16. Bank Reconciliation as at 28 February 2020 

Council agreed to receive the report, and noted that the Council’s bank accounts had 
been successfully reconciled to its financial records. 
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CO030/20 17. Budgetary Control Update 
In presenting his report the Clerk said that the projected underspend on this year’s 
accounts was likely to be in line with previous estimates i.e. circa £10,000 after adjusting 
for required budget carry forwards. The Clerk said that he was very happy with this level of 
variance on a gross budget of over £600,000. 
 
His report identified the main reasons for the under spend, all of which had been 
previously drawn to Council’s attention. 
 
RESOLVED: to note the budgetary control position presented in the Clerks’ report. 
 

  
CO031/20 13. Dates of Future Scheduled Meetings 

 
2020 Committee/Council Time Venue 
Wednesday 29 
April Full Council                                     7.30pm St Mary’s Church, 

Holywell 
Wednesday 27 
May  

Annual Meeting and Annual 
Parish Meeting 6.30pm New Hartley Memorial 

Hall 
Wednesday 29 
July Full Council 7pm Seghill Institute 

Community Centre 
Wednesday 30 
September Full Council 7pm Seaton Sluice 

Community Centre 
 
 

CO032/20 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC   
Resolved: That under Section 100(A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press 
and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting during consideration of items 
15 on the Agenda as they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in 
paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Act relating to personal staff affairs 
and/or commercial matters. 
 

CO033/20 14. Allotments and Maintenance Assistant 
The Council considered a request from the Allotments and Maintenance Assistant to take 
leave of absence without pay between 1st June 2020 and 31 December 2020. 
 
After considering the reasons for his request Council RESOLVED TO: approve the 
Allotment and Maintenance Assistant request for leave of absence without pay. 
 

  
 
 

There being no other business on the Agenda the meeting closed at 8.10pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed by the Chair: 

 

 
 
 
Dated:  
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