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Seaton Valley Council 
Minutes 23 January 2020 

Seaton Valley Council 
A Community Council 
 

Minutes of a Meeting held on Thursday 23 January 2020 at 7.30 pm. at the Council’s Offices, Seaton 
Delaval. 
The meeting started at 7.32 p.m.  
 

PRESENT: 
Councilors: 

S Stanners (Chair), B Burt, S Dungworth, E Coulson, K. Collier, A Stanners, L Bowman 
and D. Nesbitt  
 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
S Potts – Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer  
L Chapman – Temporary Administration Assistant 
 
3 members of the public 
  
CO001/20 1. Apologies for absence 

Cllr S Hartland had submitted apologies for his absence. 
  
CO002/20 2. Disclosure of interests 

There were no declarations of interest. 
  
CO003/20 3. Chair’s Welcome and Civic Announcements 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the Council’s first meeting of the new calendar year and 
introduced Leanne Chapman who has recently taken up the temporary positon of 
Administration Assistant with the Council. 
He then went on to say that power has finally been returned to the Avenue Head 
roundabout which means that the engineers can now return to install the new mechanism 
to Seaton Delaval Village Clock – this work is due to be carried out on Thursday 6th 
February. 
 
There were no further civic announcements. 

  
CO004/20 4. Public Question Time 

A member of the public thanked the Council for liaising with the County Council to 
facilitate repairs to the street lights bordering the public footpath that runs alongside the 
former P&G factory. The lights are now working again. 
 
There being no further questions Public Question Time closed at 7.05pm. 

  
CO005/20 5. County Councillor Update 

Cllr Dungworth reported that the County Council’s budget process is now at the   
consultation stage albeit that the details released so far have only been at a very high 
level. Council Tax is expected to rise by 1.99% plus an additional 2% for Adult Social 
Care, making the headline rate 3.99%. A savings target of £9.8M has been set for 
2020/21 and additional savings are still required over the medium term as no additional 
grant has been made available by central government to negate the need for further 
savings to be made. 

 
 NCC’s Audit Committee has recently received details of an investigation into probity 
issues surrounding the recent planning application submitted by Lugano Developments to 
build a number of homes at Dissington Village. The investigation has primarily highlighted 
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concerns about officer conduct in the matter and to a lesser extent concerns about 
members conduct following the new administration’s decision to refuse the planning 
application. NCC’s Chief Executive’s view is that the investigation has been completed 
and that the authority should now move on from the matter. 

 
Cllr Dungworth took the opportunity to mention NCC’s drive to implement an Adult Social 
Care Apprentice Programme that has an emphasis at attracting younger people to the 
service. 
 
And lastly she referred to the ongoing Library Review Consultation Process currently 
being carried out by NCC – residents and local organisations are encouraged to respond 
to support the continued provision of existing levels of library service in Seaton Valley. 

 
  
CO006/20  6. Minutes of the Council’s last Meeting  

Before agreeing the minutes of the Council’s last meeting held on 27 November 2019 the 
Chair referred to two items within the minutes. 
 
With reference to minute number CO87/19 – Public Spaces Protection Order for the 
Control of Dogs -  the Chair reported that the County Council does not think it is 
appropriate at this time to introduce a dog exclusion zone on a part of Seaton Sluice 
beach, and 
 
With reference to minute number CO88/19 – Request for Funding Support from Bates 
Welfare Cricket Club – the Chair said that he and Cllr Bowman had now met with 
representatives from the cricket club. The representatives had provided additional details 
in support of their request and had assured the Council that the new training facilities 
would attract younger members of the community (both male and female) into the club. 
Most of the total funding (£55,000) for the new facilities will be coming from Sport England 
and NCC’s Section 106 Housing Developers Fund but the Club has to provide some 
matched funding in support of its significant applications to these organisations. 
 
Following a short discussion on this matter the COUNCIL RESOLVED TO: provide a 
grant of up to £1,000 to Bates Welfare Cricket Club as a contribution towards new 
practice facilities. Such contribution being   subject to the other major funding 
applications being agreed and being further subject to other balancing funding not 
being available to the Club. 

 
  
CO007/20 7. Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting held 30 September 2019 

Members agreed to receive and note the minutes of Planning Committee held on 30 
September 2019. 

 
  
CO008/20 8. Services and Partnership Update 

In reviewing the Service Officer’s report the Chair highlighted the following matters: 
• The low number of vacant allotment plots, 
• The Clerk has NCC to make a contribution to the costs of decommissioning a 

number of plots at Dene Top allotments and returning them to natural woodland, 
• Work was due to start on Friday 24 January to resurface parts of Seaton Terrace 

allotments, 
• Work to remove the old boulders and replace them with floor mounted trampolines 

at Seaton Sluice Dunes Play Area  is due to start on Monday 3rd February and 
should take approximately 10 days to complete, 

• A pre planning consultation exercise is in progress to find out local residents views 
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on a proposal to install a small children’s play area on the grassed area at the rear 
of Dunsdale Road/ Northside Place, Holywell, and 

• A number of old waste bins are due to be replaced with new ones over the next 
two months. A small number of new bins will be available for new locations too – in 
this regard members were asked to submit any requests for new bin locations to 
the Clerk asap. 

 
  
CO009/20 9. Neighbourhood Plan Early Engagement 

The Clerk spoke to Engagement and Development Officers report which summarised the 
process for the first round of consultation on the Council’s revised Neighbourhood Plan 
proposals. 
 
Four pages of the next issue of our Futures Magazine will outline the detail of and process 
for agreeing the plan and will invite comments from residents.  There will also be a drop in 
event at the Council Offices on Wednesday 11 March 2020. Residents will have until 31 
March 2020 to submit their views before an overarching document is prepared to support 
the Pre Submission Plan. 
 
Further details will be presented to Council as the Neighbourhood Planning process 
progresses over the next 9 months or so. 
 

  
CO010/20 10. Bank Reconciliation as at 31 December 2019 

Council agreed to receive the report, and noted that the Council’s bank accounts had 
been successfully reconciled to its financial records. 
 

CO011/20 11. Budgetary Control Update 
The Clerk presented his report which provided detailed and summary information on the 
Council’s income and expenditure compared to budget as at 31 December 2019. In 
summary, the Clerk said that the Council’s income and expenditure is more or less in line 
with budgets when known variations are taken into account and that he had nothing 
further to add that hadn’t already been reported during the year. 
 
The Clerk said that he was happy with the financial performance of the Council and he 
anticipated that there would be a general underspend of circa. £10,000 at the end of the 
current financial year once the anticipated £20,000 over spend on play areas had been 
taken into account. 
 

  
CO012/20 12. Budget Proposals 2020/21 

The Chair presented the Labour Group’s 2020/21 Budget Proposals which had been 
circulated to all members as Appendices 10, 10A, 10B and 10C. 
 
In presenting the Labour Group’s proposals he referred to the process that is gone 
through to arrive at the re priced base budget which becomes the starting point for the 
following year’s budget discussions. He also referred to the process that is used to 
confirm the level of the Council’s reserves and the reliance placed on the Clerk to 
recommend the minimum level of reserves the Council should hold. 
 
Turning to the detail of his report the Chair said that he was very pleased to be able to 
propose a budget on behalf of the Labour Group that keeps Council Tax increases to a 
minimum and which continues to provide funding for the Councils core services and which 
allows new developments as listed below: 

 



 
 
 

Page 4 
 

Seaton Valley Council 
Minutes 23 January 2020 

• Working in partnership with Seaton Delaval Arts Centre to create a pop up cinema 
in Seaton Delaval, 

• Acquisition of some moveable CCTV equipment with a view to targeting three 
vandalism hot spots per annum, 

• The creation of a specific budget to support local organisations, and 
• Additional funding to provide lunches for children attending the Council’s summer 

activities programme delivered by active Northumberland. 
  

In closing his speech, and moving the recommendations in the Clerk’s report, he referred 
to Allotment Rents and Flat Rents. In relation to the former he proposed a flat rate 
increase of 2% and acting on the advice of the Council’s letting agent proposed to keep 
flat rents at their current level. 

 
Cllr Burt seconded the Chair’s motion. 
 
All present  supported the motion and as a consequence, Council RESOLVED TO: 

a) Approve the build-up of the 2020/21 Budgets as shown at Appendix 10A of 
the Clerks report which include the budget proposals of the Labour Group 
outlined in the body of the report, 
 

b) Agree to set a Council Tax Precept of £579,890 
 

c) Note that in agreeing to set a Council Tax Precept of £579,890, Seaton Valley 
Council’s element of the Council Tax will increase by 2.0% from £118.73 per 
annum to £121.10 per annum (Band D Equivalents), 
 

d) Note that Seaton Valley Council’s Band ‘D’ Equivalent Council Tax base has 
increased from 4,781.51 to 4,788.37, 
 

e) Further note that in setting a Council Tax precept of £579,890  the amounts 
of annual Council Tax payable in respect of Seaton Valley Council will be 
approximately: 
 

• Band A  £80.72   Band E  £148.02 
• Band B  £94.20   Band F  £174.93  
• Band C  £107.65                   Band G  £201.84 
• Band D  £121.10   Band H  £242.40 

 
f) Approve the Allotment Rent levels identified in the table at paragraph 13 of 

the Clerk’s report, 
 

g) Agree to continue to subscribe to the Society of Local Council Clerks, the Co 
Operative Council’s Innovation Network and to the Northumberland branch 
of the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) ,  
 

h) Agree to maintain current rent levels for the two flats it owns, 
 

i) Agree to maintain the Council’s minimum level of non-earmarked reserves at 
its current level of £90,000, and 
 

j) Formally approve to increase the Service Officers’ post to full time (from 
29hrs per week) with effect from 1st April 2020 and reduce the Clerks’ full 
time post to 18.5hrs with effect from 1st October 2020. 
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CO013/20 13. Dates of Future Scheduled Meetings 
 
2020 Committee/Council Time Venue 
Wednesday 18 
March Full Council  7pm SVC offices - Seaton 

Delaval 
Wednesday 29 
April Full Council                                     7pm St Mary’s Church, 

Holywell 
Wednesday 22 
May  

Annual Meeting and Annual 
Parish Meeting 6.30pm New Hartley Memorial 

Hall 
 
The Clerk is aware that the meetings scheduled to take place on both the 18 March and 
29 April clash with other local community meetings. The Clerk and the Chair have agreed 
to hold early discussions to agree any new dates as necessary. 
 

 
 
 

There being no other business on the Agenda, the meeting closed at 8.20pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed by the Chair: 

 

 
 
 
Dated:  
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